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Find the Main Idea
O Pioneers! by Willa Cather

Part III Winter Memories

Write the main idea of the paragraph in the circle below. Write the 
supporting ideas in the boxes. 

Winter has settled down over the Divide again; the season in which Nature 
recuperates, in which she sinks to sleep between the fruitfulness of autumn and the 
passion of spring. The birds have gone. The teeming life that goes on down in the long 
grass is exterminated. The prairie-dog keeps his hole. The rabbits run shivering from one 
frozen garden patch to another and are hard put to it to fi nd frost-bitten cabbage-stalks. 
At night the coyotes roam the wintry waste, howling for food. The variegated fi elds are all 
one color now; the pastures, the stubble, the roads, the sky are the same leaden gray. The 
hedgerows and trees are scarcely perceptible against the bare earth, whose slaty hue they 
have taken on. The ground is frozen so hard that it bruises the foot to walk in the roads 
or in the ploughed fi elds. It is like an iron country, and the spirit is oppressed by its rigor 
and melancholy. One could easily believe that in that dead landscape the germs of life and 
fruitfulness were extinct forever. 

In her 1913 novel O Pioneers! Willa Cather tells the story of Swedish immigrants O Pioneers! Willa Cather tells the story of Swedish immigrants O Pioneers!
farming  in Nebraska. farming  in Nebraska. farming
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Actual wording and supporting ideas will vary. Example of correct answers:

Winter in 
the Divide is 
diffi cult and 

bleak.

Coyotes howl 
because they can’t 

fi nd food.

The land and the 
sky are all the 

same grey color.

The ground is 
frozen and it hurts 

to walk on it.

The birds have 
migrated.

The insects in the 
grass are dead.

Prairie dogs stay 
in their hole.
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